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“To Know Christ and to Make Him Known!”

Pastor Ron Hart

These words express our purpose statement at Tucson Chinese Christian Church.
To understand this statement, you need to know the difference between two words
— “Religion” and “Relationship”.

There are many religions in the world. They all focus on rituals, rules, regulations,
ceremonies, and requirements that must be observed and performed to have or
meet God’s approval. At TCCC, we believe the Bible teaches that we are to have
and enjoy a personal relationship with God and with His Son, the Lord Jesus
Christ.

This truth-knowing Jesus in a real and personal relationship and making Him
known to others — expresses what our Church is all about.

To be a Christian, we must believe the Bible and receive God’s Son, the Lord
Jesus. Our purpose at TCCC is to help our Church family enjoy a personal
relationship with the Lord and share His presence with others — “To Know Christ
and to Make Him Known”.

| feel at home at TCCC, where our Church knows the difference between Religion
and a personal Relationship with the Lord.

Is Jesus real to you?

e | John 5:1-12 — Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christis born of
God, and everyone who loves the father loves his child as well.
2This is how we know that we love the children of God: by loving God and
carrying out His commands.
3In fact, this is love for God: to keep His commands. And His commands are
not burdensome,
“*for everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has
overcome the world, even our faith.
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>Who is it that overcomes the world? Only the one who believes that Jesus is
the Son of God.

® This is the one who came by water and blood—1Jesus Christ. He did not come
by water only, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit who testifies,
because the Spirit is the truth.

" For there are three that testify:

8the Spirit, the water and the blood; and the three are in agreement.

¥ We accept human testimony, but God’s testimony is greater because it is the
testimony of God, which He has given about His Son.

19\Whoever believes in the Son of God accepts this testimony. Whoever does
not believe God has made him out to be a liar, because they have not believed
the testimony God has given about His Son.

11 And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His
Son.

12\Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does
not have life.

e John 1:12 — Yet to all who did receive Him, to those who believed in His
name, He gave the right to become children of God ---

e Ephesians 3:17 — so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I
pray that you, being rooted and established in love,

e Philippians 1:21 — For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.
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Daniel’s Testimony of Salvation

Brother Daniel Li

Good morning brothers and sisters.

I’m really glad to share with you all my
testimony today.

I think every Christian’s testimony is
unique and provides different takeaways
for us.

My story’s biggest takeaway is this:
Even if a kid goes to church, acts like a
Christian, talks like a Christian, even
believes themselves to be a Christian,
That kid may not be saved at all, no matter
how glamorous they are on the outside.
We must be born again, otherwise we
cannot see the kingdom of God.

I was born in a Christian family.

Growing up I’ve always thought of myself
as a Christian.

| followed all the right Christian practices
and had what | thought was a relationship
with God.

| believed the Bible.

| read four chapters of the Bible every day
as a kid.

In fact, by the time | was 10, | had read the
whole book several times.

| also prayed to God a lot.

| believed | was a sinner, and | believed |
trusted in Jesus as my Savior.

Every Sunday service | played piano
during worship;
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and for a while | even served at a poor
church in the slums on Sunday afternoons.
But I would soon find out that | was not
saved at all.

When | turned 12, | became ensnared by
pornography.

I knew it was wrong, so | tried to fight my
sins.

But I kept failing repeatedly and became
overwhelmed with shame.

At one point [ didn’t want to pray to God
anymore.

| gave up and began living in secret sin.
On the outside | maintained a fagade of a
good teenager to my parents.

When our family prays together, 1 would
make up prayers just to fool them.

And I even successfully fooled at least my
mom into believing that | was a born-again
Christian,

But secretly, | was addicted to
pornography.

And now with my conscience seared, | did
other wicked things like cheating on an
exam, and pirating software I didn’t want
to buy.

| was also very prideful and wanted fame;
So I worked hard to become a famous
musician.
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For a while, I still told myself I'm a
Christian;

“I’m just temporarily struggling with sin,
and I’ll repent later.”

But eventually 1st John 3:6 convicted me.
“No one who lives in Him keeps on
sinning. No one who continues to sin has
either seen Him or known Him.”

And | realized, | am the one who keeps on
sinning.

And deep down, | was comfortable with
sinning over and over again.

Obviously | fear the consequences of sin;
of being punished, of being found out.
But if I could sin secretly without
consequences, my heart was fine with that.
There’s no real fear of God in me.

So what about everything | had before?
Didn’t I believe in Jesus?

Didn’t I have a prayerful relationship with
God?

Unfortunately, all that was superficial.
Head knowledge. Self-righteousness.

What | had was a lot of religion to prop me
up and make me seem alive,

But I was, from the get go, spiritually dead.
You see, it was not that | started out as a
Christian kid, then | fell into sin and fell
away.

The truth is, even though | was born in a
Christian household, I was born dead in my
sins, like the rest of mankind, Ephesians 2.
and unless I am born again, | cannot see the
kingdom of God.

Anyways, I concluded that I’'m not saved,
and ’m going to hell.
| was terrified.
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So one night | woke my parents up at 3
AM and told them everything.

Then | asked God to save me, and |
resolved to follow Him again.

And now here’s the good part. | wanna
share with you how | experienced the life
of being born again a year later.

Remember how | had a dream of becoming
a famous musician?

God called me to give it up because of the
pride and greed behind it.

That hurt. I’ve had that dream for years and
worked hard for it.

To part ways with it would hurt.

One night, | was wrestling with that, and
told God this:

“I don’t want to obey you.”

“In fact, I’'m not even gonna hide my true
feelings, you know that | hate your
commandment right now.”

I’ve never dared to say anything like that to
God before.

I’ve been raised with so much Biblical
knowledge, that I always say the right
answers, without ever stopping to question
if that’s who I really am.

But with that moment of brutal honesty,
came the realization of my corruption.
Every fiber of my being was against God,
and my will to do my own thing was so
strong I just couldn’t get myself to choose
the right thing He commands.

At that moment | was hopeless in myself to
obey God.

But even if I can’t, I knew that Jesus can.

- | knew it was possible that it is no longer |

who live, but Christ who lives in me.
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So | prayed that to God: Lord, you know
who | am.

I can’t obey you.

So I’'m willing to die.

Let your life live in me instead.

Then | stopped thinking and let go.

Suddenly, in an instant.

| felt like a whole different person.

My dream for fame was suddenly rubbish
to me. I didn’t care about it so much
anymore!

The eternal, heavenly things felt much
more valuable than my earthly dreams.
And obeying God felt like such a joyful,
freeing thing to do.

It was unlike anything | felt before,
because in the past, obeying God was
always a chore and a burden.

But at that moment, | rejoiced to obey him,
even with a heavy cost.

I know this heart could not have come from
myself.

It was the life of Christ that God had given
me.

I was finally saved!

So to wrap up, | want to encourage two
groups of people.
First, to all the parents here.
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I know it is painful and difficult to think
about this, but it must be said...

Please don’t assume that your children are
saved and are on their way to heaven.

I’'m sorry. I know that’s very hard to hear,
but it’s true.

You’ve heard my story. Even if we grow
up with Christian parents, we still start out
as lost souls dead in our sins.

It doesn’t matter how cute or kind or lovely
we are. We are spiritually dead sinners.
And statistics say 80% of children who
come from Christian homes abandon the
faith after they grow up.

So this is a serious question. Are your
children born again?

Please. Pray for their salvation.

Cry out night and day for God to save
them.

Second, to children and teenagers.

Are you truly saved?

Or are you caught in the motions of
religion, not realizing you may still be lost?
Or perhaps are you living in secret
rebellion, unknown to your parents and
your church friends?

May God grant salvation and grace to us
all. Thanks everyone.
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The Lord is my Shepherd

Sister Cindy

2022 was an unforgettable year for me
because | suffered from cancer.

| remember the day that the doctor made
the diagnosis was a pleasant day with
warm sunshine shining down on me.
However, | felt the pain caused by the
repeated jabs from the biopsy. At the
same time, | quietly listened to the
doctor’s announcement. I calmly asked
him questions, planed the next treatment
direction, discussed future plans with my
family members, and took care of my kid
after returning home.

However, in the middle of night, | felt
sorrow for all the suffering; fear of the
pain yet to come, and a deep sense of
powerlessness against the future. | was
afraid that I would not be fully cured.
What would happen to my child if | died?
She is still so young. If she is sad and
cannot find her mother anymore, who can
comfort her? | want to accompany her
growing up and taste the ups and downs
of life with her. I want to experience life
hand in hand with my husband. He is my
best partner and the most important
person in my life. If I die, he will be
extremely grieved. How will he support
our family by himself?
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| feel like my life has just begun, but it
seemed to be coming to an end. Am |
ready to face death? Do | already have a
wonderful life? Can I still witness for the
Lord? Countless questions were lingering
in my mind. I burst into tears and couldn't
sleep well. As the morning dawned, |
remembered the scripture | had read.

The Lord is near to the brokenhearted
and saves the crushed in spirit. (Psalm
34:18)

He heals the brokenhearted and binds up
their wounds. (Psalm 147:3)

But they who wait for the Lord shall
renew their strength; they shall mount up
with wings like eagles; they shall run and
not be weary; they shall walk and not
faint. (Isaiah 40:31)

| prayed to the Lord to heal me, comfort
my heart, and give me the courage to
receive treatment. | believed that He
would lead me with grace and would not
abandon me. Thus, | decided to have
surgery to remove the cancerous tumor. |
remember the day | laid down on the
hospital bed and was pushed into the
operating room early that morning. While
| looked at the mirror in the elevator, |
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hoped | could remember my face, | hoped
| could see the world again, | hoped |
could still wake up. When the anesthetic
was slowly injected into my body, | took
a deep breath and struggled in my heart in
a prayer: Lord, into Your hand | commit
my spirit, and then | fell unconscious. In
a daze, | saw a big light, my child, my
beloved husband, and myself. Then I
sobered up in the recovery room. Praise
the Lord, from surgery to radiation
therapy, everything went smoothly. The
surgeon noted that if we had waited even
a few more days, the cancer would very
likely have metastasized and spread
throughout my body. That was too close
for comfort.

During the radiation therapy, | was
isolated in my old home alone to protect
other people from radiation. One day, the
temperature dropped sharply. My body
could not adapt to the rapid temperature
change because | stopped taking the
medicine, | felt chest pain, difficulty
breathing and weakness in limbs, and |
was about to pass out. But thank God, no
matter how fierce and evil Satan’s attack
Is, God still takes care of me, walking
through the valley of the shadow of death.
Fortunately, there was an electric heater
right next to me, and | turned on it with
the last of my strength. When the warm
light shone down everywhere, | gradually
felt much better. After reading the news,
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| found out that more than 40 people died
suddenly on that day because of the
temperature change. | got the impression
that God’s gracious hands had upheld me
and saved me from falling into the snare
of death. Although we were threatened by
COVID-19 during the treatment, our
family got through it safely. This must be
God's merciful protection.

When the church brothers and sisters
learned that | was ill, they all diligently
prayed for our family. We are very
touched and thank God for setting up the
church, so that we can connect with
brothers and sisters. Everyone cares for
each other and takes care of everyone’s
needs. May the church become a blessing
in Tucson that leads people to the Lord.

I would like to share a paragraph which |
wrote at my postoperative bed:

This surgical scar, a painful and glaring
imperfection on my neck, will take a long
time to heal. After surgery, | will never
feel the same anymore.

The existence of my scar will always
remind me that this is the mark of my
rebirth. | am a new creation.

| am a warrior against cancer. | have an
excellent medical team. I am lucky. | have
my beloved family and friends.

| am redeemed. | am drawn ever closer to
the Truth, the old cross, the nail-marked
hands, comforting me every day and night.
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