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& Home

ERH B

1. FHIEF The Definition of Home

Home is the dwelling place where a family lives. It's a place where people care and
love each other. It's a place where everyone's heart is filled with peace and
joyfulness.

KRHMNER . i, AR, M ER, AL
FEWT LB L

2. /NMRHERFIZ Home when | was young

My home was in Fuzhou, China when | was young. There were my Dad, Mom,
elder brother, elder sister, and younger sister. | have a strong emotional attachment
to my home. But now both my Dad and Mom have passed away and all my
siblings are married and have homes of their own. The home | had always been
dreaming to go back is no longer existing.
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3. R AREHIZE Home when | grew up

My home was in Tucson, Arizona when | grew up. There were my wife Lijin,
daughter Stephanie, son Jonathan and son Joseph. I love them all. But my wife and
| had been living in China in recent years, moving from one city to another. My
kids all grew up and moved away from this home. We are thousands of miles away
from each other. Our family gatherings have been on Zoom. The home I’ve been
working hard to build up for so many years is no longer the same as before.

HERERE, EuMEREMNERNE T HOZERR. ZEAZERE
&, WHUER, RTEEMEM, WEMM! fREEFRMEETE, 1
—ES TR R S . T MRARR, Wk R R AT
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19



[RREH]

4. BAERIZK Current Home

| keep pondering where my home would be when | am getting older, especially
since we frequently moved around in recent years. One day, we got the answer. It
IS the church! It's the place where our Heavenly Father lives with us. It's the place
where brothers and sisters love each other. It's the place where our hearts are filled
with joy. Thank our Lord for providing us such a wonderful home. The more we
are involved in church, the stronger feeling of being at home is produced. Here is
what we recently experienced in China:

e The following pictures show some of our involvement in different churches
in China.

e Doctors and nurses were so surprised to see so many brothers and sisters
visiting us every day when | stayed in hospital for a stent placement.

e People from church arrived in the Emergency room much faster than | did
when Lijin was injured from a car accident.

e Numerous warm gatherings for sharing delicious food, birthday parties,
weddings, anniversary celebrations, etc.
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Andrew Ni's Baccalaureate Speech

Andrew Ni

Intro

Hello everyone, and thank you for being
here today! Today is a big, big day! Class
of 2022, who'’s ready to graduate?!
Today is a day to be proud of our
academic, professional, and athletic
achievements. But today is also a day to
reflect on our personal journey in our 18
years of life and in our faith. A day of
reflection.

When Mrs. Russell invited me to speak
five months ago, | was both honored yet
surprised. Honestly, | didn’t know what to
talk about, what | could share that could
be so profound, but Mrs. Russell assured
me all | had to do was to tell my story. And
with this huge honor and responsibility, |
did what Pine-Richland students do best:
| waited until the very last night, chugged
a Red Bull at 4 a.m., and prayed for a
miracle.

So, today | will simply share my story with
everyone here: soon-to-be graduates,
parents, and friends.

Early Years

| was born in Tucson, Arizona to my
immigrant parents.
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Even though they moved to America from
China with only a suitcase and 50 dollars
in their pockets, they worked hard so they
could provide a better life for me. They
sacrificed everything for me, and my
childhood was filled with joy and wonder.

It was a good childhood. I hit golf balls into
the cacti in our backyard, and every
Sunday we would go to our small, local
church as a family.

Everything seemed good. Even though |
was young, | was thankful for what little we
had because, as long as | had my parents’
love, that was enough for me. That was at
the heart of my faith; spending time with
my parents and trying to be kind to others
as Jesus would.

Trial

But what happens when everything isn’t
all butterflies and rainbows?

That’s what | thought when we started to
move.

When times got tough to make ends meet,
my mom and dad separated, and we
moved everywhere across the country.
My mom and | moved to San Diego, while
my dad moved to New York to support us.
Later, he moved from New York to North
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Carolina and from North Carolina to Texas,
all for a better life for me.

But at what cost?

Our family was split, and | was missing a
father figure in my life. And just when it
seemed like our family was going to get
back together in San Diego, my mom lost
her job, and we moved again and again.
Slowly, | saw my parents, who were so
strong and resilient when | was young, fall
apart from confusion and agony. Through
the distance and all the moving, my
parents grew apart fighting and arguing,
we grew apart from God, and | no longer
felt that childhood love we once had.

| watched everything collapse, too young
to do anything, but old enough to
remember all those times staring
aimlessly out the window of the moving
truck; old enough to understand my
parents arguing endlessly over the phone;
and old enough to struggle to make
friends at every new school.

It just seemed like life was purposefully
getting in our way. | felt like a ship lost at
sea.

Questioning

Through it all, | questioned God, “Why is
this happening? Why is this happening to
me?”

But these trials happen all the time to
everyone, and | am certainly not alone. |
am sure everyone here has thought about
how unfair life is at some point in their
lives.
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For example, why on a perfect Sunday
morning when | was walking to church did
a bee sting me right on the eye for no
reason (true story by the way)

Ironically, it was small things like this that
taught me sometimes we don't
understand why things are happening.
That is what trials are, undeserved
suffering. But in every place 1 lived, |
somehow found joy in the midst of
suffering, and slowly, | regained faith:

¢ Faith in the sacrifice my parents made
for me.

e Faith in the love they had for me.

e Faith that it would all work out in the
end because God had a plan.

And it did, our family finally reunited in
Pittsburgh. When | arrived at PR in 7th
grade, I'd already moved to 7 different
schools, but all that moving was in the
past because now our family was back
together and | could feel that childhood
love from so many years ago.

Lesson

Over time, | learned: even though wind
can blow out our flame called faith, it can
also turn it into a blazing fire.

Romans 5:3-4 says, “Not only so, but we
also glory in our sufferings because we
know that suffering produces
perseverance; perseverance, character;
and character, hope.”

In other words, we should welcome
suffering because that is what ultimately
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pushes us to persevere, gives us hope for
the future, and strengthens our faith.

Storms are never pleasant. They aren’t
comfortable, and sometimes they can be
life- threatening. Yet, if God allows a storm
in your life, his ultimate purpose is to bring
us out stronger, to grow us up. A storm in
life can destroy you, OR it can develop
your strength, wisdom, understanding,
devotion, faith, and joy in life. Storms are
inevitable, but our anchor is immovable. It
doesn't move. It doesn't change. God is
the One Who gave me peace through all
my moving. He knows where | am in the
storm. He's with me wherever | am in the
storm, and He has the power to bring me
through the storm.

After so many years, what | have learned
through this story is simple: to trust in
God’s plan for us.

Romans 8:28 says, “And we know that in
all things God works for the good of those
who love Him, who have been called
according to his purpose.”
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Conclusion

Class of 2022, Let us not be afraid of what
the future may hold. Let us not despair in
the face of life’s challenges. Let us not shy
away from tests of our own faith.

The storms in life only make us stronger.
Even when our faith wavers, God is our
anchor Who never gives up on us. Today,
we celebrate our journey through 18 years
of life. We thank our parents and those
around us who sacrificed so much to
make us who we are. But more
importantly, we celebrate what God has
done in our lives and trust in His plan for
us in college and beyond.

Even though | may never understand why
| got stung by that darn bee on my way to
church, to end it all, I will leave you with
some of the Lord’'s wisdom: Jeremiah
29:11----

“For | know the plans | have for you; plans
to prosper you and not to harm you; plans
to give you hope and a future.”

Thank you and congratulations Class of
2022!
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Welcome Injured

Foot and Ankle

Alice Zhang

| have had trouble falling asleep for over 20
years. The one trick that I’ve learned to help
me sleep is to keep my feet warm. In order to
keep my feet warm to the point that helps my
sleep, | have to soak my feet into the hot water
before going to bed every night; and to ride
my bike a couple of times a week. | have been
riding bike for a couple of years.On
September 26th, 2022, | forgot to bring my
phone with me as | used to on that Monday
morning ride.

When | was ready to ride back home, | fell off
my bike while | was trying to make a 180-
degree turn. Everything happened so fast and
when | realized that I fell, | have already sat
on my foot that was turned upside down. | had
a hard time getting up and a guy named Ed
helped me get up and he called my daughter
and son to take me home.

On the way home, my daughter insisted going
to Urgent Care to have an X-ray done for the
safe side. | didn't think it would cause fracture
because the bike was almost at zero speed
when | fell. I finally agreed to do so as I’ve
learned a lesson from my son’s case several
years ago. We did not even know he broke his
wrist until 3 months later because he did not
take an X-ray right after the accident
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happened. We thought it was just a sprain, so
my son ended up having a surgery. X-Ray
results showed 4 bones fractured on my foot
and ankle.

The feeling of guilty stayed for the whole day
for not being careful, trying to save a couple
of minutes by staying on the bike while
making the turn when heading back
home. During the following two weeks, | had
an hour nap in the morning and afternoon
every day and I could still have about 8 hours
sleep every night. I did not know my body
was that tired. No wonder I’d not been able to
talk for months before my injury, as | felt so
exhausted after just saying a couple of
sentences.

Then | remembered a church brother
mentioned an online training class in Chinese
Medicine right before the day of my injury
when we were chatting. | reached out to him
and told him about my foot injury and then |
had time to learn Chinese Medicine. That
brother sent me a lot of relevant information
and | started the online training. My health
issues including insomnia and fatigue started
to improve after a month of practicing the
pressure points on my own body.
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I was thinking of going back to China in 2021
to see a Chinese Medicine practitioner for my
health issues; but the COVID restriction just
added another layer of hesitation. As I've
been able to practice on myself since | started
the online training after my injury, I did not
have to travel and seek for Chinese Medicine
treatment in person to get those chronic health
issues alleviated. | really believe the whole
experience of post-injury is given by
God. Things would go seamless only in His
plan.

My son Isaac was having 103.4F high fever
on a Friday night. But he was scheduled to be
baptized 2 days later on Sunday morning. |
came to God, prayed and saw the light from
the Lord, then I wrote this note to our Elder
the night before the baptism --- "lsaac is
having a high fever now, but | believe God
will let him be baptized on time." Isaac was
truly indeed fever-free on Sunday morning.

I’d like to share a story of Pastor George
Mueller (1805~1898). The reason is that | was
encouraged by this story so many times
during rainy days, when | am not able to see
God’s purpose while my vision was blocked
by the impossibilities. I hope you will find the
encouragement from God in this story as well.

Pastor Mueller needed to arrive in a city in
Canada for a big gospel preach meeting. But

the ship he was taking was surrounded with
very thick fog. Pastor Mueller went to the
Captain's room and told him that he had to
arrive at the destination by Saturday
afternoon. The Captain looked at Pastor
Mueller and said, "Do you know how thick
the fog is? It's impossible to arrive at the
destination on time." Then Pastor Mueller
knelt down and started to pray. The Captain
first looked at Pastor Mueller and thought he
was insane; however, when the prayer was
ongoing, the Captain was trying to pray by
following Pastor Mueller. Pastor Mueller then
stopped him and said, "You don't need to pray
anymore, My God has already answered my
prayer. Even though | don't know how to read
on the equipment about how thick the fog is,
I know my God has not let me miss one gospel
preaching meeting." Pastor Mueller asked the
Captain to open the curtain and check the fog,
the fog was completely gone and the ship
arrived at the destination on time.

Sharing this scripts with all of you, my
brothers and sisters, to keep our faith in our
God: “For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither are your ways my ways”, Declares the
Lord. “As the heavens are higher than the
earth, so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts.” Isaiah
55:8-9.
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