Table of Contents

W FE

£THE BHGFT T

Reach Your Destination without a Map

=m‘3 étc« NN 'f‘]‘

AR 18 R4
TP kT — H A

BN F

KA AIEAIEDR EFZ 5k

My Journey with God in Wildwood
28k +H

My Call to China

A R

IHFR

EREY

Choosing Commitment
Tricia®h bk B A A&
TEREREIR BTRHRE

GV

1.1
1.2

21
2.2

3.1
3.2
3.3
3.4

41
4.2
4.3
4.4
4.5
4.6



2017 £ &

[RMEARFLZHREFA wREHEEKRM » %E ﬁé;‘FXhH‘J T HERE Y
KGR > BRI FAEA KM AT A G RAE » P E B KRAVE OB 45 i B BRER o
(A1aRE12:1-2)

aFTWE s AAe T

3R TACER o A E

BAAR » — AR EBEAETE » B KFF o RRAAFRE » AEEA L R T RIE
FAL e MARBEARETRLIZAKRTFFE  BA B Z A M FFFIECH THEGZE - i
BT CETAR o A RBIFH 0 TERGRFREEA - WO KRB FTIRLELE >
Mg » AP TRELER - BHAGRALTHROIRAS A E > Mg
KM TREEER - A > TERMATHEAME LR » KROEGT AT © J

% &RMFA2018 > ARG —F > KM T deilid —FHEAME > BRMPmBpEEFRE—

F oo RMVRFHAME » RFLE % > ISR RIS WG Aol by 3747 > 320G o

BRF o RERMAELRET » A2 RITEE ATIT o B XM BEBAZA — BG4 f=—18
76 o kAR ?

PRRABAYHOZXFFAATEMELE  ARAYNTERF =T 3w BT =X Fk
AT AR 0 TIRMA LIS A R 1A7 09 4948 » LRSI F R AR % > SR 23 K
BT830y » RFME L o REGRMA B > ZSRHTH > TTHGERL > F4ERM5
HEATE A% BB BARIBARTI G R B A o ]

HEABMEREOR - TRR ~ MR IETF » B@KT —H 5N ~ BmE 5 9z Rk
)RR E IR o VER EZATOE—IRFZEY » YEXRENGR £ o @9+FZ R > FHREEUAET
ALEBREFARY B HELTEFRANBHGTRELE - b BRGH > YEEZZIBHLER
%@%%ﬁoW?%W@%%Eﬁkkﬁﬁ%k%@ﬁi%°ﬁﬁ’ﬁ&%T%ﬂ%U@ﬂ
A7 X o AEEHE . WIE—BAEAEIIATH  AE > QAR THIA o AL R
AYEA L0 MAALE B8 o LB I AN RBEH KIAR » AL L AE 4o 4 5] F 1A o KAE A h AT
E o AbMAT LR B AR o

B A EEEE? NEAERFITELALHRERBG R LEAHRIG - E
i R E R TRERMRMEGRAR AB] » ELARHEFEFXIRG - - LETA
AT — & KT » B Z B T AR RGBT o WAL BB B » AN JEHFZ



oo WAVEA B 0 RAMOF L o AR RHRAEEE ARG TRT M > BAFARY
FRENEFIH o

MBI ERF > KBRS Y FRAE ~ dobT2]iE A o) 3ke) ZRA -

5 — 18R B ER AR R AR A A P e FLAE 3] SR o A > BARL 9] B AL RTIT 09 KR TR
RIRGE o & BATEAN2018 > BIVF o il FAEAT0) AR - RFAFLF S 0BER - RFAL
BB AE > RF OB/ EETRBREI - 3> TRAFA  RERME? ) KMNEEERS
EHRAEF TR B THE REAFATHRERLATEAA ST HAHGAG » AR &
FhRARMEEE B 093 - HAWE  RAEINGE > KMTEFTZIAUEMOKE > 2F
FIR AR OGAA G » FAZIRIEM o IR T EE RBMEARMED » T R2MARMGLAEF A
B TR MAMOKE > ERMAMAGH I - @RI —F » WEASRM—RLE
KRG o AEHGA LT EBGBAE > B ERMGM A o FEhoiboyrofth &5 AR E 4R
Ao Aot AR A R NG o BRARIL > TR FRARGEF > RIEAL 5 Lopoittbed P
#eo TIRBEK > KE3)HERy -

A IOk ERE RNTR T B do WATH o f0By > ROVRED)  WATIT > KIVRIE o A B > KA1
THEAR RS HAb o TIRAPBRIFRIT? RFTET o ) RRETRRI I 6R 89 ALk :
THEAM » AT BNALEEERBOEFHLF o WRFRBEH AT -
s I RAE > ARG > BT AKOREETEE £F o A RAEMGHE o ik
S 5 AT ERBN > A G > AR REEHRE  RET —ERAA» RATHT
B RRATL o EIBHRMER LI » WRBEL - R T ZHFOKE » HBAZLFGH > THRIPE
BB ELNFL? ] AREAR » TROBRBALL o ) REPUREIFA T B AT
AR EANZEHAZMERT o BBAREZEED > AR IBMBRT o FHME T LB ATE 4
o AR TRETAR S ROUHLRERR o ) FHHEALMIERARE S > A
PR R LG RIRF o & APITELT » ASRIA - TOT o R R » RAFT T
AR o ARERIE R TRF o

FHIMGRAERE RN T E ol fTH o A5 T8 LEAABATREEAETRTLE
I RO ERI LT TER - RARBATHLEEE  hMMELE£ o 4
BR T BEE A TRIBAFRMIE o festst - T4 > RN ED - KM EEAS - Rtk
FH o) RAME o RBE > RBMAORAZEMARGRIE > FERFE > RME - 952
HEE > TERRMEALR]) LB EMI > F2018F R REE o ) WTERAFS
Rinda R R > ZMEE 4 R E o G EFENVET A o

FMATE BB AR o WEHUEERAINAATE - HAFTELAMEEZ LN Y
By o BRI RRIATERR  AEREFIARE LKA GH - HHH—F > o R
KAIVRAP ORI G AT FRRMASR > AMARELBHHFTF - £ F Lol £F %
HATH » R ol BAHE » RATE— B2 R R I E o AT KAV > SEASREY FLE RE R
Aar PR



% =87 B R RAR SR F A0 B R R E B E 4 o HBPTAMAR B AR 0 R B AT ALY
BHILT B Sty BR—ERF - HETERK > ARAEH LT EL s S0 » wiEE
MR EM LT B LI c BEDHR > BB T HENEF I 48 » 24840
KRIVENE LG RFIH o AHHTEH TRERAEBRE AL » WLBRSREE - 1 #
AP REBRAVHEH 0 TRLFIRE AL » L FREEMR » LR EFER ) #FHELLERM
HAANG » WY RFARS > EERAFERALTHY  SRMFEEIE o

TR RS RERE L AT o MPITHES > A% AERH > TG EEHRIRE
(BB S T8 o BB TR o 0 MulAp A 7% i o JB 3% » A A b 80 JE 38 2 50 R B 9 447
FAA o MR E e LT - —RAAM AR TRABHRTE » HHEE
B2 RREHGE > THh—f Q0B RE o BHBEREHE? ] EMMTRERE > AR
B o A BAREE W RIATEE H—EER > FRE R R E R o AA IR
BRENT o ORFREHAMRK  RETFA AT QAR | & QB > 6T
RALS S BP0 R 3 0 A B > W80 Sk BB T DU s 0 J 3 |

TR — R B AEA SR R N AREAR | e > H)—F A HEE > WAHRNE - FLAFE
BTV RRT ~ BB Ao Bk o {2 > KM E @A ISR LS o A fe KA E @8 phiz g5
BEKX o

HEEZHRET A » TRMAAR » BIRAERMIAGE ) HEEH AT EXT
FOARL AR AB K » BT E > ARt sed 2RI M A RAMN - 3 Bt
AARMATSEAAR B dH A S A S RA S A EA S A~ BERA S IR HTA o ARAM
RAEBRAET] LR FRET AN HR—A > FEIZ-ERT LI E ARG K 3] feliy
SEAEMBFTHRKE » BEFHK sk EAETRAGK » LRETR » AKRE o | fZE LA Fe
¥ fbAKEA 0 HTRKEGAY o Tl E > THBMEGLEE T HETHE > W—AK >
ARG AR TR K » AREAREZ I ~ B4 25 09 G IRAN BAPAE » AR E s AR EH
Mo SRR TIRAKAERELE - ]

FEABIZA  REETmERBEM RGO - WIFHEAER > HEFTYKRKET » —ARK
ANFHE o Il ? AR P ERETE S BH AT o gREME LG LHEENE
B TARERBOTKERG R » L LFEGHRBITIE EEHAREREZT —AATH#
oo XA REIFA o RIVARRAEE E - HTFA > QBT LGOI SR F A KL
T RRTBHMERE » MeshiT s TR THHES o RITRMA B 694948 R A -
BIRE TIARER c 9 —FF » RAKRTRATARLOHS » RELTMEE > HEIRKDT
BB T o

RGO RTBEAMKTFHEERNMEELF - H—EKFL TR REZERD - 3
TAZBT » B|REBER > RAEGHERK  AZHKT » BlREZER » KALEFOE - A
RGP RBER RAPHREN I o ) SFHRTHISOR  REEHT » LK > fb
LB A G EK o RBEIRT o RALARER » ML B A G - REBFE 0 LIRS >
WL BAREHATS o W RS ECERA TG > HRH RS EEE TRREE) - AF



AN GR A IRFE A o do Fl 498 23R 35 494 » AT RIRIEACSK - SRALAY Rl 2 5] £ KA > R ALAY
JEFHAE RAVE L > F Mg aE I R RN > RMRARAL2018F FARE ~ EFH T > BN
A&



Reach Your Destination without a Map

Rev. Ron Hart

Along time ago, a man was on a ship traveling from American to China. Suddenly a strong
storm came, and the old ship was struggling to get through the terrible waves. The man
worried about his life, and wondered if the ship may come across the Pacific Ocean and get
to the destination. He brought his concerns to the captain of the ship. The captain said, "Let
me tell you something about the ship. The wood and timbers are old and could break apart
any moment, and we may go down to the bottom of the ocean. The boilers that produce
steams that run the ship are rusted and leaking and could explode anytime, and we may go
up to heaven. However, whether we go down or go up, we will go on."

As we enter into Year 2018, a year of adventure, we may not know what the year holds, but
we know who holds the year. We may go down, or we may go up, and Jesus may come
back to take his people and his bride to heaven. Whether we go down or go up, God wants
us to go on. He has a destination and a direction for each of us. Do you believe that?

There is a wonderful story in the Bible, talking about the truth. It is recorded in the book of
Joshua, Chapter 3, verses 2 to 4. After three days the officers went throughout the camp,
giving orders to the people: "When you see the ark of covenant of the Lord your God, and
the priests, who are Levites, carrying it, you are to move out from your positions and follow
it. Then you will know which way to go, since you have never been this way before. But keep
a distance of about a thousand yards between you and the ark, do not go near it."

The ark, which is a small box of 4 feet long, 2 feet wide and 2 feet high, contains a pot of
manna, Aron's rod that has been miraculously budded, and the two stone tablets of the Ten
Commandments. As the only furniture in the most holy place in the Tabernacle, the ark
represents God's presence among his people. For forty years, Moses has led the children of
Israel wandering in the wildness, and Israelites have always camped around the Tabernacle.
Now, Moses has died, and Joshua has been called to take up the leadership position. God is
ready to bring his people into the promised land, a land full of opportunity. At this point, God
has changed his leadership with his people. For forty years, the ark of the covenant has
been in the mist of Israelites. Now, the ark of promise is in the front of the children of Israel.
The change is not in possession, but in position. They always have the ark, but now the ark
leads them. Wherever the ark goes, they are to follow.

Why comes the change? Because the promised land is not only a land full of opportunity, but
a land full of mystery, as God said to Joshua, "You have never been this way before." It is
also a land of difficulty and trial. There is a great river before Israelites, and they have to
come across the Jordan, which is at flood stage all during the harvest, to get to the other



side. As they are entering the promised land, there is no roadmap but God's presence. God
no longer wants to dwell among his people only, but desires to lead his people into the
promised land.

From this story, | want to share three principles with you about how to get to your destination
without a map.

The first principle is to let Jesus lead you by his presence in your life. The ark that
guided the children of Israel pictures Jesus in the Bible. When we walk into Year 2018, we
don't know what waits for us. There might be many wonders for us to enjoy, there might be
many blessings for us to receive, and there might be rivers of struggles and opposition for us
to face. But God says, "l would lead you, would you follow me?" As believers, all of us have
Jesus in our hearts. At the end of year, many Christians may not live a victorious life and
may not reach their destinations. If we want to reach our destination in a new year, we not
only need Jesus as our savior, but also need Jesus as our leader. We have to be willing to
follow Him. Jesus doesn't want to be just residential, but presidential; he doesn't want to be
just savior, but leader in our life. God doesn't give us a roadmap for Year 2018. The Christian
life is not led by a roadmap, but by relationship with God. Just as Israelites were told to
follow the ark, Christians are told to look upon Jesus. Jesus says, "My sheep hear my voice
and follow me", and commands his disciples, "Follow me, and | will lead you."

Keeping our eyes on Jesus means we don't need to know when. When he moves, we move.
When he leaves, we follow. Sometimes we might get impatient, and say, "God, when are you
going to move? | am waiting for you." Let me tell you something about following Jesus. It is
not about time. It is about timing. We know Abraham's story from the Bible. He got a promise
from God that he would have a son. But he got ahead of God, took his wife's maidservant,
Haggar, and got a son. That is not God's plan. Even Moses, when he was a young man in
Egypt, got ahead of God. Instead of becoming a missionary, he killed an Egypt and became
a murderer. The wonderful thing about following Jesus is that he is never in a hurry, and he
is never late. For thirty years, he has worked as a carpenter. Mary may say, "When are you
going to work on your father's business?" Jesus replied, "My time has not come yet." When
Jesus was at Jericho with his disciples, Mattha and Mary send a messenger to Jesus, telling
him Lazarus was sick. He waited till Lazarus died. When he arrived in the village where
Lazarus lived, Mary said, "If you had come earlier, my brother wouldn't have died." When
Jesus resurrected Lazarus from death, their pounding turned into shouting. At the end of his
life, Jesus said to the Father, "I have finished everything you send me to do."

Keeping our eyes on Jesus also means we don't need to know where. In the past year
around Christmas time, | heard a Christian decorated his house with thousands and
thousands of Christmas lights. | wanted to bring my grandchildren to see this man's house.
My neighbor was telling me how beautiful the house was. | asked him how to get there. He
was telling me the direction, and | got confused. Then he said, "Pastor, | make it easy for



me. | am going to get my car, and you just follow me." | said, "That is easy." It was dark, and
all | needed to do was to look at his tail lights and follow him. As God said to Joshua "You
have never been this way before," God says to us "You have never been in Year 2018
before." There are many mysteries, we don't need to know where. God will tell us where.

And we don't need know why. God promised Joshua that he would see wonders. Wonders
are something that you don't fully understand. This year, if we let God's presence guide us,
and if we follow Jesus, we will see many wonders. We don't need to know when, where, and
why, we only need to keep our eyes on Jesus. My prayer for you is that Jesus' presence is a
reality in your life.

The second principle is to let Jesus gladden you by His promise. The ark is called the
ark of the covenant. The covenant is a contract, an agreement, and a promise that God
made with His people. In Joshua's time, God made a covenant with Israel. Today, God
makes a new covenant with us through Jesus. In Joshua's time, God led his people into a
land of a promise. Today, God leads us into a land of promises. God said to Joshua, "As |
was with Moses, | will be with you." When | walk into 2018, | remember God's promise, "l will
be with you always. | will never leave you or forsake you." God has made many promises to
us. The new covenant is for each of us, and the promises in the Bible are for each of us as
believers.

However, this may describe how many Christians live. They take out the Bible, and say to
themselves, "This promise is wonderful, that promise is so great. | am going to write it
down." But they never live by the promise, and never take it to the heaven's bank to cash it.
They read the Bible like ladies go to window shopping. A husband once asks his wife, "Why
do you call it shopping, since you don't buy anything?" She replies, "Why do you call it
fishing, since you never catch anything?" You go to shopping, but don't really buy anything.
That is window shopping. Some believes people in the old testament time lived in a different
world, and breathed different oxygen. This cannot be further away from the truth! God's
promises are for all saints, for all seasons, at any situation in life. In the old testament time,
his people could live by his promise. Today, his children also can live by his promises.

The last principle is to let Jesus protect you with his power. Remember this new year is
full of opportunities, but also full of struggles. There will be multiple things that will bring
pressure, struggles, and difficulties on our life. But we have Jesus' power living in us. The
one who is in us is greater than the one that is in the world.

Joshua said to the Israelites, "Come here and listen to the words of the Lord your God. This
is how you will know the living God is among you and that he will certainly drive out before
you the Canaanites, Hittites, Hivites, Perizzites, Girgashites, Amorites and Jebusites. See
the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth will go into the Jordan ahead of you. Now



then, choose twelve men from the tribes of Israel, one from each tribe. And as soon as his
priests who carry the ark of the Lord the Lord of all the earth set foot in the Jordan, its waters
flowing downstream will be cut off and stand up in a heap.”

He is the Lord God, he is the living God, he is the liberating God. The Bible says, "As soon
as the priests who carried the ark reached the Jordan and their feet touched the water's
edge, the water from upstream stopped flowing. It piled up in a heap a great distance away,
at a town called Adam in the vicinity of Zarethan, while the water flowing down to the Sea of
the Arabah was completely cut off."

Before | read this passage, | even don't know there is a city called Adam. By no accident,
the water flows all the way down to the Dead Sea. Do you know that Jordan in Hebrew
means descending, judgement, and death? When the ark that represents God's presence
steps into the river of Jordan, the water flowing down to the Dead Sea was cut off, and was
all the way pushed back to the city of Adam. The Bible says, sin entered the world through
one man that is Adam, and death through sin. In Adam we all died. When two thousand
years ago Jesus, who was pictured by the ark, stepped into the chilly water of death, which
was all way back to Adam, he shattered death. When we follow Jesus, who is our ark today,
he will protect us by his power. Even though | may have to walk through the shadow of
death, | shall not be afraid, because Jesus has crushed death.

If you read the new testaments closely, you may find Jesus often extends two invitations. His
first invitation is "Come to me". Jesus says, "If someone is thirsty, come to me. | am the
living water. If someone is hungry, come to me. | am the bread of life. If someone is tired,
come to me. | am the Lord of sabbath." In the next 350 days, if you are thirsty, come to
Jesus, and he will give you the living water; if you are hungry, come to Jesus, and he will
provide you the bread of life; if you are tired, come to Jesus, and he will give you rest. If you
have Jesus in your heart, he extends his second invitation to you, "Come after me. Follow
me." Christians are called followers of Jesus. As Joshua followed the ark, we should follow
Jesus, let his presence guide us, let his promise gladden us, and let his power protect us, so
that we may live a victorious life and reach our destination without a map in Year 2018.
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My Journey with God in Wildwood

Timothy Chan
Setting: Wildwood, NJ.
June 13 - August 6, 2017

Have you ever heard the saying, "the night is darkest before the dawn"? Would you agree
with that? Have you ever experienced such an event? The mere journey of traveling to
Wildwood was a test upon itself. In fact, the whole journey through the summer of 2017 was
quite a series of tests. Trials and tribulations that pushed me out of my comfort zone and into
the embrace of God. Imagine walking within your own bubble, just walking inside this bubble
throughout life until POP! It bursts, and you fall and fall and finally you stop. You realize that
you've landed onto something soft, something comforting, something peaceful. The hands of
God. Why is God so gracious and merciful? God doesn't let us be tempted beyond what we
can handle, so even though we may face many struggles and obstacles, we can always
count on the love that God has shown us and know that he always has our back.

No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to mankind. And God is
faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are
tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can endure it. - 1 Corinthians
10:13 NIV

Traveling to Wildwood, New Jersey was a big struggle upon itself. | had never traveled
without any older adult supervision and usually would have teachers or my family to rely on,
but instead, | only had God to rely on and Josh Xu of course. Together, we were able to find
the right way to Wildwood after a long sleepless 23-hour transit. I'm telling you, if you've ever
sat in the Philadelphia Amtrak station for 10 hours through the night without sleep, it makes
a person think. So many things to think about. Anyways, we arrived in Wildwood safely and
along the way, had met some people on the bus also with the Epic Wildwood Summer
Mission (EWSM) team. They seemed nice and we all talked a bit but in the back of my mind,
| was still nervous talking to them. | was supposed to live and eat and work with these
people for the rest of the summer? | was so nervous but God, thankfully, calmed me down
and eventually | was able to meet the many people who would become the EWSM team.
Laughter, sadness, anger, guilt, resentment, reconciliation. These are all things | would
come to face with some people on the EWSM team but that's the thing, God uses all these
things for his glory. Whether it be bringing us all together in worship or even making us cry
into the shoulders of one another, God has a plan.



The first few weeks of EWSM was mainly a fast-paced introduction. From the start, we were
sent to look for jobs and buy groceries with our stipends to live day to day with our new
roommates. Thankfully, | already had made friends with the people in my action group and
together, we set out to look for jobs while learning about one another. We had training
sessions on how to evangelize and then right after the training sessions, we would go out to
the boardwalk and start evangelizing. What better way to train than by actually doing it?
Each week had its own theme and with each new theme came new challenges. For me, the
biggest obstacle was going up to new people and initiating the conversation. I've always
been known to be somewhat timid and that coupled with my tendency to overanalyze, made
for a very hard time when it came to approaching strangers. An example of the dialogue in
my head: "Oh, that person sitting over there looks like they're waiting for someone hmm,
best not to approach them, oh, that other person looks like they're enjoying their pizza, |
shouldn't talk to them, pizza is delicious." But when you think about it, why should we be the
only ones to have heard the Good News? If | don't tell them now, will they ever meet
someone who will? Everyone deserves to know the Good News that Jesus came down to
Earth and died for our sins so that if we believe in Him, then we shall have everlasting life.
This whole journey in Wildwood helped me to orient my thinking to NOT be my thinking but
the Lord's thinking. Jesus needs to be on the throne of our lives with us at his feet. With our
own thoughts and actions, we would not be able to carry out the work of the Lord, instead
we need to rely on the Holy Spirit to guide us in all that we do. The love that Jesus had for
those he met was unwavering and driven. He really sought to help them and teach them
many lessons about his father. Granted, it is a process and a painful and tough one, but with
God, anything is possible and he will always be with us.

When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and
helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, "The harvest is
plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out
workers into his harvest field.” - Matthew 9:36-38 NIV

There were many events and people that | met during the summer but it all had to come to
an end as the EWSM was coming to its final day. There were many tears shed and many
nights spent staying up to increase the time we had with one another. | had met so many
genuine people who all valued the one thing we all needed: Jesus. We all strived to create a
community where we could all be intentional with one another with Jesus in the center. Many
emotions were had and many words exchanged, but we didn't want it to end. And of course,
it wasn't going to end, | knew we would see each other again one day. Whether it be at a
national conference or a random visit, | know we will see each other in Heaven, worshipping
God. That is my wish for all who read this little story, that you would come to love God and
follow him so that you can do all things for His glory. He will always love you and will always
have your back, just like how he had mine. Thank you to all who read this and to all who
have supported me and God bless.



All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore, go and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything | have commanded you. And
surely, | am with you always, to the very end of the age - Matthew 28:18-20 NIV
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My Call to China

Chen Ping

Over the past summer, | made a one-month mission trip to China. During the trip, | visited a
small town in Southwest China and shared Gospel with many people. Here is a brief report
of my last mission trip.

| chose the small town because of several reasons. According to my friend, the town has
never been visited by a missionary from outside. People there want to know and believe
God, but they do not know much about God, nor can they read the bible. My friend hoped for
years that someone may go there and tell people about God. My experience of a previous
mission trip has also motivated me to visit small towns, where the gospel has not been
widely spread. One year earlier, | had visited a capital city in China, which is big and has
been frequented by many missionaries. In my first week over there, | met three missionary
groups from the United States. However, few missionaries are willing to go to small towns,
not mentioning countryside. Last summer, | decided to visit countryside and villages as a
missionary.

| visited two counties in the small town. In one county, | shared the book of John, chapter
one, verses 1-18, with several people. | talked about God's creation, trinity that is one God in
three persons, and Jesus' death on the cross and resurrection on the third day. After hearing
my message, three people accepted Jesus as their personal savior. | baptized them, taught
them communion and prayer, and had communion with them. My friend is one of them who
were baptized. She is my contact there and continues to tell people about Jesus.

In another county, where there are about 5000 Christians, | had the opportunity to interact
with four the group leaders to better understand Chinese Christians there. Each leader is in
charge of 100 to 200 Christians, leading bible studies and prayers. Often, they go out and
pray for people, who are sick or whose business is in trouble. Their major task is to help
people understand God's will and answer their many questions. The questions that people
care the most include why God allows them to be caught by disease and if God punishes
them because they have done something wrong. If they indeed have done something wrong
recently, the leaders would lead them to repentance immediately. Christians there are mostly
underground, and keep the religion to themselves. They have regular meetings on Monday.
When meet, they have to keep quiet, fearing the visit of and the abuse of power by police.
Usually, one person chooses a bible verse for discussion, and the group members share
their testimonies with each other. In the end, they kneel down with heads covered by white
cloth to pray. That is the only way they pray. It seems that they have misunderstood the



passage from 1 Corinthians 11. On the night prior to the meeting they also have to fast.
Every new people | met asked me the same questions: Do you eat blood? Do you kneel
down to pray with head covered by white cloth? Do you fast before pray?

Many Christians | met shared their testimonies. For example, God cures their diseases, God
helps grow their business, and God loves them so much. Most of them have received a little
education, cannot read the bible, and their understanding of the bible is very limited. Some
of them believe if they trust God, God will help grow their business and they can make more
money. | used what bible says to help them understand what God says about prayer,
repentance, suffering, death, what we can eat, etc. | discussed with them about what we
should tell nonbelievers. | used book John 3:16 over and over to talk about what the gospel
is, how God so loves us, and God will never go against us because we repent.

| have also faced a lot of resistance, when | spread the words of God. Many people just
smiled and walked away. My best friends kept silence, after | told them about Jesus. Some
people are afraid of government that someday may come after them. Some people think
Christianity is a foreign religion, and are against western culture and religion.

| am planning go back this year. | will take some leaders to a big city, which | visited earlier,
to learn how to worship God and how to manage group bible studies from book to book. | will
talk with some churches in China about how to help these Christians who cannot read. | will
train some people to teach bible.

The trip over the past summer gives me some ideas on how to be a fruitful missionary in
small Chinese towns and how to teach the bible there. | will write some sermons for those
who had no education or little education, and help some leaders to focus on Jesus and the
gospel. | like to share with everyone a bible verse: "For God so loved the world that he
gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have
eternal life." (John 3:16)

Please feel free to ask me questions about my mission trip to China. | am very excited to be
used by the Lord in any way he sees fit. | am open to suggestion about what and how to
teach.
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Choosing Commitment

Melody Zhang

As | write this, | am in the final week of my first quarter studying at Fuller Theological
Seminary. A year ago, | had just returned from a year abroad on missions and would never
have guessed that | would move to California within the year to pursue training in marriage
and family therapy, and yet here | am.

To be honest, | knew very little about marriage and family therapy before applying to the
program | am now in, but | had been convicted for quite some time that | wanted more
training in bringing peace and healing to individuals (like the many hurting women we
ministered to on the mission's field) and also to families--even Christian families--that are
living in systems of anger, bitterness, and hurt. In the spring, God gave me a little push to
apply for Fuller and paved the way for me to come here. He was faithful from the big things
like having the application deadline postponed to give me enough time to apply to the small
things like providing affordable housing on campus and even giving me a free parking spot
when there shouldn't have been one available.

| think I'd come into my time in seminary expecting to be in a flourishing and fulfilling
mountaintop experience because in the Christian community we tend to view these types of
experiences as more holy or spiritual than others. When going on missions, | had a similar
expectation that was very quickly overturned. Yes, | grew more than | could ever have
imagined while I lived in A-land: | saw God heal people before my eyes, | carried real hope
in my heart for a nation that others had declared hopeless, | proclaimed the gospel boldly
before people who had never heard about the saving power of Jesus Christ before. But at
the same time, my personal relationship with God was something | had to fight for every
single day. | learned that even though | was serving and doing His work every single day,
this was NOT identical to my relationship with God.

I've had to learn this lesson again since coming to seminary. In many ways, seminary is the
exact opposite of the mission's field: it is full of Christians who are seeking to learn more
about their faith, presumably to devote their lives to God either as a pastor or in another area
of ministry. But in other ways, seminary is very similar to being on the mission's field:
because you are devoting yourself to what feels like God's work, it can be easy to forget that
what you do day-in and day-out is not identical to your relationship to God. Sure, my
professors here open lectures with prayer every day. | sit in class with fellow brothers and
sisters in Christ, but this does not substitute for my own prayer life. This theme, of course, is
something I've heard in church and talked about in small groups many times. Corporate
worship where we gather as a church family to worship together cannot substitute for



individual worship; instead, our expression of corporate worship ought to be an overflow of a
personal relationship with our heavenly Father, our Lord Jesus, our precious Holy Spirit. This
requires commitment, commitment every single day to choose to make Him number one,
regardless of what happens during the day, regardless of if you are working a 9-to-5 job or
studying in seminary.

In one of the classes | took this quarter, | learned something about commitment in the
context of a marriage that helped me better understand our commitment to God. The text
said, "Commitment is another name for a strong boundary around a couple. The same
boundary--commitment--protects the relationship from dissolution during hard times. With
insufficient commitment, there is little pressure to face each other, and little protection
against dissolving the relationship when hard times come again." Commitment is the
boundary that keeps out disruptions and makes clear that your partner is your foremost
priority. Commitment as a boundary around a married couple might mean that children aren't
allowed to interrupt a serious conversation that mom and dad are having, or that even with
busy work schedules the husband and wife still prioritize time together to maintain their
relationship. In thinking about commitment this way, can | say that | am committed to God?
Is there a strong boundary between me and God where | don't allow disruptions to our time
together because | put Him first, or is it more true that when | get busy, my personal time
with God is the first thing | am willing to sacrifice? Is the boundary of my relationship to God
so diffuse to the point where it is almost nonexistent, and what does this mean about my
commitment to this God that | say I've given my life to?

| really hope that you are someone who can say that you honor and protect that precious
boundary around your personal relationship with God. | am someone who is still working on
it. | am challenged again and again that this is the one thing that is necessary (Luke
10:41-42). If your relationship with God relies on your parents' spirituality, or your pastor or
small group leader's spirituality, then when things get hard, when you stumble or when they
fail you, there will be little protection against your faith being heavily shaken. But when our
faith comes from the deep assurance of a steadfast commitment to God Himself, "[we] will
be like a tree planted by the water that sends out its roots by the stream. It does not
fear when heat comes; its leaves are always green. It has no worries in a year of
drought and never fails to bear fruit" (Jeremiah 17:8). My prayer is that we would be a
church of believers who firmly steward the salvation and adoption as sons and daughters
that we've been afforded in Christ. From this place, we can truly love the Lord our God with
all our heart, soul and mind and then love our neighbor as ourselves.
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