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Our Cover Story : What we tell peopl/e happened as tol/d by Joseph

The second | saw Janet, | knew she was the one. End of story. Cue
the music. NOT. It’ s funny, the first time | met Janet, | already
had mixed feelings about her. |t was at an |V group meeting as we
were deciding who the leaders would be as we were planning to
become an official club on campus. | walked in late (an
unfortunate character trait of mine), and there she was, just
sitting there. “Oh, a new person! Awesome!” | thought. We were a
small group, so new people = great news. As we introduced
ourselves, | had three thoughts: 1) Hey, fellow optics grad
student! Woohoo! 2) Whoa, she’ s done a lot of previous IV stuff

from undergrad, is she better than me? 3) Wait a sec, a first



year? Oh shoot, | have to TA her. | will NOT let this sway my
grading of her homework, dang it (I have a weird sense of
justice). By the end of the meeting, it was decided that everyone
present would be part of the club leadership (I mean, there was
only four of us), and that is when | had my fourth thought about
Janet: 4) Wait a second, now who the heck does she think she is,
coming all up in here on her first meeting and becoming a leader?

’

Got to keep an eye on this one, she’ s crafty---.

That’ s how our relationship first started. The first year we knew
each other, | grew to admire Janet’ s spiritual life as | learned
about it through IV meetings, and | eventually had to admit that
when it came to who would become the next IV leader after the
previous one graduated, Janet was definitely the better choice. |
also tried to balance being friends with her while still being an
impartial TA, but that pretty much ended up with me holding her at

arm’ s length relationally.

It wasn” t until the second year of knowing each other that we
started to get to know each other and eventually start dating. By
summer break, | was not Janet’ s TA, so | no longer felt the need
to be “impartial” anymore. Around that time, it suddenly came to
my attention that of all the women | knew in my life, of all
people Janet was the one whose spiritual life | knew the best.
Like “what, how did that happen?!?” But because of this fact, |
decided that | would try to get to know Janet a little better in a
group setting first and see what came of it. And oh my goodness |
discovered Janet is HILARIOUS! Just absolutely hysterical. She’ s
funny, sarcastic, witty, |ike where was this before?!? | moved
pretty quickly from “just trying to get to know Janet” to “I
think | could date Janet.” So | mustered up some courage to ask

Janet out and--- totally wimped out. Yeah, this is totally not that



kind of story. | end up asking Janet out, of all things, by email.
Ugh, | can hear the groans already. But hey, at least email

doesn’ t have my nervous, shaky voice, okay, gosh. Anyways, pretty
much right after that | asked Janet out in person, and she said

yes.

A quick summary of our dating life, we started with a lot of highs
where we thought the other person was awesome/fantastic, then
after six months we started having big arguments, which we got
through thanks to mentors and God’ s grace, and by the one year
mark we made it through most of the holidays together and we
settled into a great stage in our relationship where we start
thinking the other person was awesome/fantastic again, but now
tempered with conflict-resolution. Soon after that we decided to
get engaged, and now we are heading quickly towards our wedding

date. We can’ t wait!

So that is my summary of our story. Trust me, living the story is
WAY more amazing that any words | could possibly use to describe

our relationship.

These words are just a mere shadow of the awesome, fantastic,
amazing experience it was getting to know and falling in love with
Janet Hrdina, the wonderful woman | am incredibly blessed to call

my fiancée and can’ t wait to one day call my wife. Just saying.

So that’ s it! End of story! Cue the music!

Between two agents: How our [ife is |[ike a spy’'s |ife by Janet



When | first met Joseph, it was at an InterVarsity meeting the day
before grad school started. That meeting was when we became fel low
field operatives in |V Graduate Christian Fellowship. Our mission
that year was to make |V’ s operations official on campus. | was
glad | potentially had a fellow agent in the optics department.
The first day of grad school, | learned he was also an assistant
training officer for one of my courses. TA, in other words. |

cherished Joseph and our relationship because | didn’ t have to

worry about Joseph being romantically interested in me. | felt |
could be myself around him. | guess we all know how that turned
out.

About 11 months later, after a week of undercover operations at
sundry locations such as a boat on the Erie Canal (which | totally
just mentioned in passing and Joseph invited himself along as my
plus one), a Ferris wheel (which Joseph invited me to instead of
studying for my prelim exam), a pseudo—pool party (that one’ s on
me), and an operation with the rest of my cohort, Joseph got up
the nerve to ask me on a date. | can’ t say there weren’ t hints,

but | was pretty surprised by that one.

The middle of this story is redacted because it is classified, for
top—level clearance only. Suffice it to say, we learned how much
people can argue, we had a lot of adventures, and we learned (are
learning) how to care for the whole world from where we are. And

then, after some "events" happened in that gap, we’ re engaged!

| am (so!) looking forward to marrying my fellow field operative
so that we can continue having fun and more importantly because |
know | will be able to grow with him and be chal lenged by him. As
Christian field operatives, we are called to be in the workplace

and demonstrate God’ s love, creativity, and glory - something



that Joseph and | feel strongly about and have been learning what
this looks |ike practically. Joseph has taught me so much about
that through his humility and willingness to learn from anyone,
his steadfastness, and his tenacity. | pray that in our marriage,

we will continually learn how to |live better and love better.
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