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Crepity

What am I doing here?

Pastor H. P. Shiao

It’s been a while to think hard about how
to live the rest of my life. I hope not to
wrap it up with a mere sigh but with a
shout of joy to the Lord - it's so
worthwhile and in splendor!

The outside turmoil and inside old self
wont vanish until my last breath,
together with the disturbance and
attack from the evil, point to me that the
world will for sure logically come to an
end, because our Creator is an Almighty
and responsible God. During this waiting
period, I was -convinced: where I come
from - I am created in the image and
likeness of Jesus Christ, even though
lost in the First Adam, but restored in
the Last Adam; and, where I will go - 1
am going to my heavenly Father to
partake His rest. He and I, I and He will
enjoy His presence and fellowship in His
glory. And I will see Him as He is.

Then, what am I doing here? -- Let
Jesus work in me so that my “new self”
may grow, strengthen and mature,
attaining to the measure of the fullness
of Christ; meanwhile, my “old self” may

decrease day by day. The goal has been
set, and the path of my rest journey to
the heaven has been clearly defined. I
have been chosen in Christ, adopted as
His son, and redeemed through His
blood. My daily life - no matter high or
low, joyful or sad, successful or failing,
is designed as a stage or platform
specifically to obtain the inheritance, to
be sealed with the Holy Spirit, and to be
built up in His Kingdom, His church, His
body, His bride, the new person, the
holy temple, the Spiritual dwelling, and
His army.

2 Corinthians 4:16-18 - 16Therefore we
do not lose heart. Though outwardly we
are wasting away, yet inwardly we are
being renewed day by day. !’For our
light and momentary troubles are
achieving for us an eternal glory that far
Outweighs them all. 18So we fix our eyes
not on what is seen, but on what is
unseen. For what is seen is temporary,
but what is unseen is eternal.

This is what I am doing here!



Crepity

Weakness and Strength

Sheng Hu, Minister

"My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in

weakness.” Therefore, I will boast all the more gladly about

my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me.

10 That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in

results, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I

am weak, then I am strong. [2 Cor 12:9-10]

Sometime after I was called into
the ministry, I asked the Lord to
increase my faith so that I would
serve him better. At the time - I
was 24 - I had thought that God
had blessed me with a lot of talents
and gifts and I would be remiss if I
did not leverage them for the
kingdom. I grew up with the
attitude that if someone has
enough talent, intelligence,
charisma, and hard-work, you can
do whatever you want that you set
your mind to. And up until that
point in my life that philosophy
seemed to have worked. And thus

when we serve God, we take those
same talents, intelligence, and
charisma and leverage it for God’s
kingdom.

The only thing I felt like I was
missing was a little bit more faith,
and the Bible was pretty clear that
without faith it is impossible to
please God. So I seriously asked
the Lord to give me more faith to
use my gifts for him. By that I had
thought, in my mind, that as long
as I wanted to dedicate my work
to God’s glory and I was motivated
by the goal of sanctifying God’s
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name, I would be blessed in
whatever I did. All I needed to do
was to have a little confidence and
not doubt, and that's what God
would help me with.

Over the next 4+ years, what I've
noticed instead was that God
blessed everything that I was
naturally bad at, and sabotaged
everything I was naturally good at.
The thing that stuck out to me the
most regarding the latter was that
God did not allow me to leverage
my personality and charisma. My
charisma was, at that point in my
life, the feature that I held in the
highest esteem and took most
seriously. And what I experienced
was that this one gift I could not
use for God’s kingdom. Whether it
was in the context of serving my
church or in my personal life, God
would not bless any work where 1
relied on my charisma. In fact,
often times I felt like God was
purposely closing doors, and I
would be met with setback after
setback.

After a few years I actually became
quite depressed over this. I felt as
though God was picking on me. I
see other people networking and
finding job prospects a year before
they graduate, while for me I was
waiting upon the Lord to open a
door with nothing to hold on to.

And also at the same time, the
Lord had put me through some
really difficult seasons in my life
that brought me a lot of pain and
suffering (which I won’t go into
details). I had thought that when
God called me to seminary I would
be just doing a lot of things, but
the years have proved to be a lot
of suffering and closed doors.

Then for a season I spent quite a
bit of effort studying the Corinthian
letters. And Paul was contrasting
himself with the false apostles.
Little did I know then, the false
apostles back then prided
themselves on their personality
and charisma - granted it wasn't
exactly the same kind of “charisma”

that we think of today, but it’s very
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similar. On the other hand, Paul
boasted in his hardships and
sufferings.

I've read this passage before, but
I've never quite experienced
“weakness” in the sense that Paul
was speaking of. His point was that
the things that the world finds
attractive, God does not like. In
fact, God takes the things that the
world finds unattractive, and he
uses that to glorify his name -
namely suffering and affliction.
And I was challenged to think of all
those closed doors not as
something to be disappointed over
and lamented over, but as a
something to boast over. That was
a paradigm shift for me. I used to
boast over my talents because
they bring success. But now it
seems like God is calling me to
boast in the very things that would
normally not bring success -
weaknesses, insults, afflictions.

And the logic works like this: if we
do big things for God leveraging

our own talents, we will always
want to take credit for it. We may
not say it with our lips, but in our
hearts, we will never be fully
convinced that it was God’s spirit
and not our own efforts. On the
other hand, if God accomplishes
his glory through things that are
naturally nonsensical, then he
alone gets the glory. And thus, for
God to use us, he must first empty
us. He must first empty us of our
gifts and talents and everything
that we pride ourselves on. Then
his power will be made perfect in
our weakness. I once heard a
pastor say to a crowd of young
preachers, “"God can’t use you not
because you’re too weak. God
can’t use you because you're just
too strong.” And thus, when God
makes us weak, through suffering
and affliction, we have reason to
boast, not because suffering and
affliction feel good, but because
God is preparing to do something
in and through our lives.
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My Summer Mission Trip

Annika Wirjadi

Hello!

I have returned from my summer
missions trip to East Asia! I wanted to
update you on the work the Lord was
able to use my team for while in-
country. Apologies for the late letter as
I had personal complications. My time
in East Asia taught me so much in the
areas of prayer, accepting cultural
differences, and depending on the
Lord for his leading. I would not have
been able to experience this without
your generous support and prayers,
thank you from the bottom of my
heart!

The first several days were very
difficult as we were getting used to
stepping out of comfort zones to reach
out to people with a completely
different
language. Security precautions due to

cultural background and

government regulations on
Christianity were also a heavy burden
and constant stressor. We were on a

prestigious university campus with the

50

with
students to eventually be able to share

goal of building friendships
the Gospel. Students focused almost
all their attention on academic success,
believing they were only worth
something if their grades reflected it.
It was also final exams season so there
was a tense and busy atmosphere
present, making it difficult to find time
with them.

We were divided into 5 pairs to
prevent unwanted attention. We often
approached students during their meal
times at the school cafeterias. It was
there that most of our friendships
were created. We started off getting to
know the students by asking about
themselves. We would then make
second appointments, aiming to go off
campus as security precautions
prevented us from having spiritual
and

conversations gospel

presentations on campus where

security guards were on a lookout for
internationals like us. Through more



[(EFZ]

appointments with our new friends, we
would move our conversations to
spiritual topics such as religion and the
afterlife.

One of the conversations I had that
left a big impression on myself was
with a sophomore girl. When my
partner and I first approached her at a
cafeteria, she was noticeably closed-
off and unwilling to converse. As we
continued to ask her questions about
herself and shared a little about our
own lives, she quickly warmed up and
even offered to show us around
campus until her next class. We got to
know her background and interests as
we walked for hours together sharing
her one sun umbrella. Before she left
for class, she expressed how grateful
she was to have met us and wanted to
find time to show us around the city
another day. My partner and I were
excited beyond what words could
express. We hoped to be able to share
the Gospel at our next meeting.

During the second appointment, we
sat down for dinner and attempted to
the
Christianity but it proved to be very

move conversation towards

51

difficult. Our friend was not interested
in religion and kept steering the

conversation away from spiritual
topics. That day was very discouraging
to the both of us. It was after prayer
and personal reflection that I realized
sharing the Gospel should not be
according to my own timing but
according to the Lord’s timing. God
knew that this appointment was
needed to build trust in our new
friendship so the Gospel was not ready
to be laid out yet. Third and fourth
appointments went by with no sharing

as well.

On the last days of campus evangelism,
I had made one more appointment
We ate
restaurant right next to school. My

with the girl. lunch at a
partner and I had now been praying
before our appointments to surrender
all our worries to the Lord. As we ate
together, our conversation naturally
went towards prayer and church. Our
friend suddenly became interested and
asked several questions about how we
pray and what we do at church. This
gave us easy access to finally being
able to share. I went through the

Gospel via an app. She was so
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absorbed and asked us to share the
app with her. She said the Gospel was
so amazing and that she had never
heard of something like it before. She
talked about how in her country,
religion is not popular and many
people think Christianity is boring. She
thought that as a Christian, you just
go to church to pray and listen to
someone speak. She was surprised to
that be

anywhere at any time. She was also

hear prayer can done
surprised to hear that God has a
personal relationship with everyone,
He is not just a God with rules for us
to follow. As we left to drop her off at
her class, she said she would go
through the app again and try reading
the Bible to see what it was all about.
I was amazed. The Lord planned every
single one of our conversations and
meet-ups perfectly to lead us to

sharing.

This is just one of many stories that
happened during our missions trip. It
was incredibly encouraging to see how
God could use college students like us
to go into a closed-off country and
share the good news that can change
lives eternally. I am not sure where

52

the students are now in their spiritual

walks because our time there was so
short. I would be so grateful if you
could keep them in your prayers!
Would you pray for them to remember
the conversations we had and to
desire to learn more about Him and

the gift He has to offer them?

God did incredible things through us
this summer. I am eternally grateful to
have been given this opportunity to
experience missions in  another
country. Thank you again for your

support!

With Love,

Annika Wirjadi :)
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MR A AREBE#HE Tucson Chinese Christian Church
Hiti: 307 E.Helen Street, Tucson, AZ 85705
#uk: http://www.tcccaz.org
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